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that no two people can be half an hour together, but one shall acquire an evident superiority over the other.'
I mentioned the advice given us by philosophers, to console ourselves, when distressed or embarrassed, by thinking of those who are in a worse situation than ourselves. This, I observed, could not apply to all, for there must be some who have nobody worse than they are. JOHNSON. 'Why, to be sure, Sir, there are; but they don't know it. There is no being so poor and so contemptible, who does not think there is somebody still poorer, and still more contemptible.'
As my stay in London at this time was very short, I had not many opportunities of being with Dr. Johnson; but I felt my veneration for him in no degree lessened, by my having seen ninttorunt hominnm mores ct urbcs\ On the contrary, by having it in my power to compare him with many of the most celebrated persons of other countries3, my admiration of his extraordinary mind was increased and confirmed.
The roughness, indeed, which sometimes appeared in his manners, was more striking to me now, from my having been accustomed to the studied smooth complying habits of the Continent; and I clearly recognised in him, not without respect for his honest conscientious zeal, the same indignant and sarcastical mode of treating every attempt to unhinge or weaken good principles.
One evening when a young gentleman * teheed him with an account of the infidelity of his servant, who, lie said, would
1 'Oui mores hominum multorum vidit ct urbes.'   'Manners and
rU
towns of various nations viewed,' FRANCIS. Horace, An Poetica, 1.142.
a By the time Ho.swell was twenty-six years old he coulcl boast that he had made the acquaintance of Voltaire, Uoussen.ii, and I'aoli among foreigners; and of Adam Smith, Robertson, Hume, Johnson, Goldsmith, (iarrick, Horace Walpole, Wilkes, and perhaps Reynolds, among Englishmen. He had twice at least received a letter from, the Earl of Chatham.
9 In such passages as this we may generally assume that the gentleman, whose name is not given, is Boswell himself.   See ante, i, 4, and /, Oct. 16; 1769.
not men to imagine that right is the consequence of power.'   See also post, Sept. 23,1777, where he asserts : —' It is impossible not to conceive that men in their original state were equal.'   For the opposite opinion, see ante, June 25,1763.
